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Gentlemen, 

In  placing  before  you  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  condition 
of  the  Borough  I do  not  find  much  requiring  your  urgent 
attention.  In  a recent  quarterly  report  I drew  attention  to 
the  wants  of  Fair  Close  in  the  wa,y  of  sewage  disposal.  The 
plan  recommended  for  adoption  is,  I believe,  the  “Pail  System.” 
This  may  be  ideally  good  if  the  contents  can  be  kept  dry  by 
the  mixing  of  ashes,  &c.,  but  as  usually  carried  out  is  a very 
filthy  process  indeed.  I have  in  a former  report  made  a request 
that  where  possible  this  system  should  be  abolished  and  the 
reason  given  for  not  discontinuing  such  method  is  the  difficulty 
of  not  being  able  to  get  a proper  fall.  In  Fair  Close  this 
excuse  does  not  hold  good.  I hope  the  “ Pail  System  ” is  only 
a temporary  measure  and  that  a proper  plan  of  w.c.  and 
drainage  will  be  adopted  later.  I also  think  that  when  new 
drainage  or  connection  with  the  main  is  started  the  attention 
of  the  Surveyor  should  be  called  to  it  to  see  that  the  work  is 
properly  carried  out.  I have  had  brought  to  my  notice  the 
improper  closing  of  drains  before  the  pipes  had  been  cemented, 
with  the  result  that  at  the  first  heavy  fall  of  rain  the  sewer 
became  blocked  and  the  contents,  water,  &c.,  burst  through 
these  leaky  joints  on  to  another  property,  causing  a nuisance. 

The  roads  and  paths  in  the  Borough  are  fairly  well  kept 
and  the  scavenging  satisfactory,  but  could  not  something  be 
done  with  the  road  at  the  back  of  the  houses  in  Denmark  Hoad  ? 
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At  this  time  of  the  year  and  in  wet  weather  it  becomes  a quag- 
mire and  totally  unfit  for  traffic.  No  doubt,  being  a private  road, 
it  is  nobody’s  business  to  look  after  it,  but  it  is  very  unhealthy, 
especially  for  children  going  to  school,  who  get  their  feet  wet 
and  thereby  contract  chills  which  lead  to  sore  throats  and  lung 
troubles.  The  road  in  Ravensmeer,  leading  to  the  Railway 
gates,  even  in  summer,  is  damp  and  dirty.  The  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  with  me  visited  the  surrounding  premises  of  the 
Cowkeepers  which  were  cleanly  kept ; in  one  case  we  recom- 
mended some  changes,  but  I since  learn  he  is  about  to  dis- 
continue keeping  cows  in  this  place.  I mention  this  as  in  one 
house  there  has  been  diphtheria  and  in  another  frequent  attacks 
of  Tonsillitis.  As  the  matter  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  is 
about  to  come  under  your  consideration  I shall  only  state  for 
your  information  that  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  18  families  ; 
that  in  7 the  fathers  and  other  wage  earners  had  to  leave  their 
houses  ; in  8 there  was  sufficient  room  for  Isolation  ; in  2 the 
children  were  removed  to  Shipmeadow,  and  in  one  case  I was 
called  in  too  late  to  interfere  as  three  other  children  had  what 
was  considered  to  be  measles. 

Scarlet  Fever  has  made  several  visits  and  a short  stay, 
e.g.,  it  first  appeared  on  January  the  4th,  then  21st  and  23rd, 
then  disappeared  till  August,  when  a visitor  fell  ill  on  the 
morning  following  arrival  here,  having  brought  the  disease 
with  her  ; then  another  visit  in  October  began  which  is  now- 
closed,  at  least  I know  of  no  fresh  cases  since  December  24th. 
It  is  difficult  at  times  to  trace  the  origin  or  its  introduction 
into  the  Borough.  I am  inclined  to  think  that  frequently 
tramps  who  come  about  selling  laces,  threads,  &c.,  bring  the 
infection  with  them,  for  in  three  families  the  disease  began 
with  the  very  young  children  and  was  so  slight  that  the  com- 
plaint was  thought  to  be  measles,  so  no  Medical  Practitioner 
was  called  in  till  other  members  of  the  household  were  affected. 
I cannot  blame  the  parents  for  not  sending  sooner,  for  I have 
found  some  difficulty,  the  rash  being  so  very  slight  and  the 
throat  symptoms  almost  nil — in  one  case  particularly  there  was 
only  a slight  efflorescence  or  duskiness  in  the  skin — so  that  in 
these  mild  cases  it  is  very  hard  to  persuade  parents  there  is 
anything  amiss  or  that  the  disease  is  Infectious.  I am  frequently 
told  when  I suggest  Isolation — “ but  the  child  is  quite  well.” 
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Typhoid  Fever. — Last  year  I had  to  report  that  there 
were  several  cases  ; this  year  there  have  been  notified  6 cases 
with  2 deaths.  These  cases  were  a continuation  of  the  epidemic 
which  existed  last  year  and  which  I attributed  to  the  eating  of 
mussels.  As  a corroborative  of  this  idea,  just  hear  what  the 
Ex-Mayor  of  Yarmouth  is  reported  to  have  said  on  the  subject 
at  a Banquet  given  in  his  honour  : — “ The  Corporation  had 
taken  steps  to  discourage  the  practice  of  mussel  dredging  in 
the  river  and  though  there  were  no  cases  of  Fever  traceable  to 
that  source  at  the  time,  it  was  a remarkable  fact  that  the  Fever 
cases  in  Yarmouth  had  decreased  considerably  since  the  edict  of 
the  Council  went  forth."  I have  mentioned  the  case  of  Typhoid 
that  occurred  in  Old  Mill  Terrace  in  last  year’s  report  and 
what  I thought  caused  it : this  has  been  remedied. 

Erysipelis. — There  is  only  one  notification  this  year. 

Diphtheria. — What  am  I to  say  of  or  for  it  seeing  that  it 
is  so  prevalent  and  pernicious  ? This  disease  is  frequently  with 
us  ; each  year  since  my  appointment  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
I have  had  many  cases  notified.  In  1897,  18  cases  with  6 
deaths;  in  1898,  25  cases  ; and  this  year  21  with  2 deaths. 
It  appears  in  the  following  parts  of  the  Borough  : — Station 
Road,  Ballygate  Street,  Gosford  Road,  Queen’s  Road,  Blybur- 
gate  Street,  Ingate  Street.  Pudding  Moor,  Bullock’s  Lane,  Old 
Market,  Caxton  Road,  Denmark  Road,  Fair  Close,  Waveney 
Valley  Cottages.  When  in  attendance  on  a case  in  Station 
Road  I noticed  for  several  days  a strong  smell  of  sewer  gas 
which  at  the  time  made  me  feel  inclined  to  recommend  that  a 
street  lamp  might  be  made  to  act  as  a Ventilator  and  be  kept 
alight  continually.  I believe  this  smell  was  caused  by  blockage 
in  the  main  through  ineffectual  flushing.  In  my  report  for 
1898  I made  the  following  remark — “ I have  noticed  Diphtheria 
is  more  prevalent  in  wet  weather  and  when  the  wind  is  east.” 
The  late  Sir  R.  Thorne  Thorne  in  his  book  on  “ Diphtheria  ” 
says,  “ Soil,  and  especially  surface  soil,  when  considered  in 
connection  with  relative  altitude,  slope  aspect,  and  prevailing 
rainfall,  has,  I believe,  concern  in  the  maintenance  and  diffusion 
of  Diphtheria,  and  has  very  possibly  some  relation  with  its 
beginnings.  Speaking  generally,  I think  that  the  experience  of 
careful  investigation  extending  over  a number  of  years  is  to  the 
effect  that  where  a surface  soil  is,  by  reason  of  its  physical 
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constitution  and  topographical  relations,  such  as  to  facilitate 
the  retention  of  moisture  and  of  organic  refuse  ; and  where  a 
site  of  this  character  is,  in  addition,  exposed  to  the  influence  of 
cold  wet  winds,  there  you  have  conditions  which  do  tend  to  the 
fostering  and  fatality  of  Diphtheria,  and  which  also  go  to  deter- 
mine the  specific  quality  of  local  sore  throat.”  Professor  W.  R. 
Smith  in  his  “Harben  Lecture”  says — “Milk  is  undoubtedly  a 
vehicle  of  Diphtheria,  and  outbreaks  of  the  disease  have  been 
frequently  traced  to  this  source  ; but,  whether  the  disease  is 
transmitted  by  the  cow  through  the  milk,  or  whether  the  latter 
is  in  all  cases  accidentally  infected,  is  by  no  means  satisfac- 
torily solved.  The  subject  has  been  investigated  with  great 
care  on  behalf  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  the 
evidence  would  seem  to  be  insufficient  to  prove  that  milk  can 
be  specifically  contaminated  by  cows  suffering  from  this  specific 
disease.” 

The  disease  does  not  appear  to  have  any  direct  relation  to 
defective  Sanitary  conditions , although  such  conditions  may 
lower  the  general  power  of  resistance,  and  give  rise  to  throat 
complaints  which  would  provide  a favourable  soil  for  the 
bacillus  to  thrive  upon  if  it  should  obtain  access.  In  the 
same  way,  dampness  of  the  soil  or  of  houses  might  predispose 
to  the  disease. 

As  you  are  aware  the  house  wherein  the  fatal  cases  of 
Diphtheria  occurred,  the  Sanitary  arrangements  were  defective. 
I believe  they  have  since  been  set  right. 

Phthisis  has  caused  five  deaths. 

The  Inspector  had  a communication  from  a lady  mentioning 
that  in  her  opinion  there  was  a case  of  over-crowding.  I 
inspected  the  house  and  found  there  was  sufficient  accommoda- 
tion but  that  a freer  use  of  soap  and  boiling  water  would  be 
the  most  desirable  change  that  could  be  made. 

Could  not  the  County  Council  start  a lecturer  on  “ Domestic 
Science,”  which  would  comprise  the  elements  of  Hygiene  and 
Physiology,  the  theory  and  practice  of  cooking,  laundry-work, 
dressmaking,  and  general  household  management  ? This  may 
seem  a large  range  of  subjects,  but  a competent  person  would 
know  how  "to  condense,  and  at  the  same  time  make  the  lectures 
interesting  and  useful. 

I find  there  is  a Ladies’  Health  Society  working  in  union 
with  the  Manchester  and  Salford  Sanitary  Authority,  which, 
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from  its  report,  is  doing  very  useful  work,  for  while  the 
Corporation  looks  after  the  streets  and  water  supply,  &c.,  this 
Society  goes  into  the  houses  aud  endeavours  to  get  them  kept 
properly  clean  ; in  the  main  I cannot  complain  of  want  of 
cleanliness,  but  there  are  a few  who  would  be  the  better  for  a 
little  supervision  from  a Society  of  this  kind.  Perhaps  the 
District  Visitors  could  help  in  this  line  and  give  some  useful 
hints  where  and  when  they  find  it  necessary. 

Flushing  the  Sewers. — This  has  not  been  very  well 
carried  out  during  the  past  year,  due  no  doubt  to  the  little  toy 
clockwork  arrangement  by  which  the  water  was  measured  as  it 
passed  from  the  main.  I am  glad  that  the  old  style  of  flushing 
has  been  again  resorted  to,  and  would  recommend  that  on  each 
occasion  of  flushing  a voucher  be  left  at  the  Town  Clerk’s 
Office,  to  act  as  a check  on  the  Waterworks  Co.,  and  prevent 
neglect  of  such  a necessary  duty. 

I consider  the  Vaccination  Act  has  worked  fairly  well,  and 
that  the  Borough  is  to  be  congratulated  it  possesses  so  few 
‘ Conscientious  Objectors.’  I am  aware  that  only  one  might 
become  a focus  for  spreading  disease,  but  we  must  only  hope 
that  the  opponents  of  such  a useful  institution  may  see  the 
error  of  their  ways  and  be  converted. 

The  following  number  of  Births  and  Deaths  have  been 
registered  during  the  year  : — 

BIRTHS.  DEATHS. 

M F M F 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October  . 

November 

December 


8 11 

8 4 

9 9 

5 3 

11  8 

7 11 

6 13 

7 5 

5 7 

11  9 

8 5 

8 7 


7 9 

5 6 

3 4 

2 7 

7 2 

6 4 

5 5 

0 3 

4 3 

5 4 

3 3 

0 5 


93  92=185  47  55=102 

which  would  give  a rate  of  24‘66  and  13*6,  if  we  consider  7,500 
as  the  population  of  the  Borough. 
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The  mortality  of  children  under  one  year  is  25,  from  the 


following  causes  : — 
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] 
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1 

1 

1 


Premature  birth 
Convulsions 
Diarrhoea 

Broncho  pneumonia 
Whooping  Cough 
Tabes  Mesenterica 
Tubercular  Disease  of  Bowel 
Defective  Circulation 
Intussusception  of  bowel 
This  was  brought  into  the  Hospital  from  a neighbouring  parish 
for  operation.  In  looking  over  this  list  of  disease,  I do  not  see 
that  it  is  possible  to  prevent  this  mortality.  There  were  23 
deaths  of  65  and  upwards. 

The  Coroner  has  held  3 Inquiries  (one  suicide,  one  accident 
(broken  thigh),  and  another  indirectly  after  an  accident)  and 
the  following  are  amongst  the  causes  of  deaths  : — Typhoid, 
Diarrhoea,  Senile  decay,  Influenza,  Heart  Disease,  Bronchitis, 
and  Broncho  pneumonia,  Phthisis,  Diphtheria,  Cancer,  Disease 
of  Liver,  and  Apoplexy. 

The  acreage  of  the  Borough  is  1892,  and  the  population  at 
the  last  census,  6669. 

My  friend,  Mr.  Clifford  Smith,  has  again  kindly  favoured 
me  with  the  record  of  the  Rainfall  and  his  remarks  thereon — 
the  amount  is  24'34  inches.  He  says — the  noticeable  points 
about  last  year’s  Rainfall  are  the  heavy  storms  of  July  22nd 
and  Sept.  29th,  which  must  have  tried  the  Beccles  sewers 
considerably,  and  caused  them  to  overflow  in  the  low  parts  of 
the  town.  The  Rainfall  is  above  the  average,  and  is  heavier  in 
the  Valley  of  the  Waveney  than  in  other  parts  of  Suffolk. 

Mr.  Dowson  has  also  kindly  sent  me  the  following  table  : — 

June 
July 


Mean  Temp. 

Max.  Temp. 

Min.  Temp. 

Rain. 

av. 

79-9 

35T 

0-89 

xl-0 

8P6 

46-9 

2-82 

it  av. 

8P5 

44-1 

0-78 

I enclose  copies  of  the 
Reports. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  and  Surveyor’s 
Yours,  etc., 


W.  T.  McCOMB. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  from  the  ist  day  of 
November  1898,  to  the  31st  day  of  October  1899. 

Dairies  and  Cowkeepers’  premises  have  been  kept  in  good  order. 
There  are  26  Cowkeepers  and  upwards  of  200  Cows.  Milk  is  also 
brought  into  the  Borough  from  adjacent  parishes. 

There  are  9 registered  Slaughter  Houses. 

There  are  5 Guupowder  licenses,  inclusive  of  two  for  Fireworks. 

There  are  3 dealers  in  Benzoline  and  12  in  Paraffin. 

There  is  one  common  Lodging  House. 

The  above  have  been  reported  on  monthly  to  the  Sanitary  Committee. 

At  the  request  of  the  Medical  Officer  the  Board  and  National 
Schools  were  sulphur  fumigated  in  the  months  of  November  and 
December. 

45  notices  were  sent  out  by  the  Town  Clerk  from  the  7th  day  of 
December  1898  to  the  11th  day  of  October  1899,  both  inclusive.  The 
notices  were  ordered  by  the  Sanitary  Committee  after  neglect  to 
comply  with  the  orders  of  the  Committee. 

216  cases  were  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Committee  in  ad- 
dition to  preliminary  notices  sent  out. 

In  3 instances  only  was  it  necessary  to  issue  summonses  for  non- 
compliance  with  orders  of  the  Committee — on  receipt  of  the 
summonses  each  party  complied  with  the  order. 

The  sum  of  £9  17s.  3£d.  was  paid  to  5 persons  as  compensation  for 
destruction  of  bedding,  etc.,  after  fever  cases. 

ALFRED  Gf.  LOVE. 


Report  of  the  Borough  Surveyor. 

New  Buildings. — Plans  have  been  passed  for  16  new  buildings  of 
the  residential  class,  and  6 have  undergone  beneficial  alterations.  Plans 
for  St.  Benet’s  Minster  were  approved,  also  4 plans  for  improvements 
to  various  trades  and  works  buildings. 

There  have  been  about  26  fresh  connections  with  the  public  sewers, 
and  sewer  ventilation  has  been  strictly  enforced,  also  the  use  of 
interceptors. 

The  present  system  of  sewage  disposal  is  still  working  satisfactorily 
and  seems  likely  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Borough  for  some 
time  to  come. 

During  the  year,  Alexandra  Road  has  been  made  up,  but  is  not  yet 
taken  over  ; the  work  has  turned  out  satisfactorily  and  makes  what  was 
a dirty  bye- way  into  a capital  street. 

About  250  yards  of  cement  concrete  pavement  has  been  laid  in  the 
Borough  during  the  past  year  and  other  paths  have  been  kerbed 
and  gravelled.  About  7,714  square  yards  of  roads  and  streets  have 
been  re-metalled  and  rolled  by  steam  roller  and  the  various  bye-roads 
have  been  kept  in  repair  as  far  as  possible  with  broken  flint. 

Yours  faithfully, 

THOS.  W.  WOODROFFE. 


BECCLES : 

PRINTED  BY  A.  W.  JORDAN  & CO.,  LTD., 


HUNGATE  WORKS. 


W B & L (555u)  ~1255e— 10000-10-99 


9 

I’ 

© 

a- 

© 

3 


£ 

§ 

g 


c 

£ 


55w 


4 

"5 

© 

§ 

a 

cs. 

© 

5* 


55j 

<s>. 


O 

52 


$5j 


CO 


£ 


o 

g 

S 

g 

««5 

g 

g 

» 

K> 

g 

<?**4 

<S>. 

5* 

© 

<S>. 

55^ 


£ 

© 

c> 

§- 

s- 

a, 

<>>. 

CO 

© 

55 


52 

*§ 

o 

52 


hj 

P 

C1 


c+- 

P 

rt- 

M • 

0 
p 
00 

S’ 

4 

c+- 

F 

CD 

►P 

1 

O 

gq 

CD 

o 

Hi 

ct- 

P" 

CD 

GQ 

CD 


ch 

P 

c+- 


O 

ui 


P 

P 

P 

O 

cf- 

P* 

CD 

4 

CD 

CQ 

cf- 

a- 


CD 

P 

ct- 


©"i 

© 

© 

CD 

00 

© 

© 

| 

55 

CD 

O 

i— i • 

55^ 

© 

C>*«4 

© 

§ 

tl 

5*! 

O 

«» 

<>> . 

Hi 

© 

© 

CQ 

00 

»->• 

o 

Cf. 

55 

§ 

s 

c*. 

*p 

Of. 

© 

© 

§ 

CD 

O 

►d 

© 

c*. 

CD 

© 

554 

& 

© 

4 

§ 

►§ 

CD 

© 

4 

C4- 

<s>. 

© 

52 

4 

CD 

O 

© 

CD 

55 

© 

3“ 

CD 

e-K 

P 

© 

«- 

5^ 

© 

are 

P 

CD 

3 

O 

P 

QQ 

CD 

CQ 

O 

Hi 

CQ 


B ■ 

ct- 

P" 

CD 


13- 

O 

a 

P 

CJ* 

CD 

CQ 

CD 

►P 

8 

§- 

CD 


4 

CD 

a 

$ 

& 

CD 

P 


3 

0 

1 

o 

p 


w 

o 

CQ 

►P 

H-* 

P 


6* 

e3 

I 

§ 


!► 


CQ 


H“ 

8. 

CD 

pi 


S' 

® 

(3d 

CD 

s> 

Pj 

b-i  • 

P 

CfQ 

O 

Hi 

a 

o 


2 


81 


<s>. 

o 

$ 


p" 

o 

P 


cr1 

CD 

4 

CD 

CJQ 

8 

S’ 

00 

CQ 

CD 

«P 

8 

8- 

CD 

i — 1 

O 

o 

p 


p 

p 

t? 

CD 


O 

4 

& 

H 

00 

M • 

o 

p 


3 

E 

O 

P- 

c+- 

p- 

CD 

P 

C" 


4 

CD 

h— < 

8- 

CD 

oo 


3 

O 

4 

w 


H 

P" 

CD 

►P 

4 

CD 

00 

CD 

P 

c+ 

£ 


td 


o 

o 

p 

o 

CD 

4 

P 

CD 

P 


t? 

►P 

O 

*p 

p 

*—• 

p 

c+- 

o 

p 


4 

£ 

OQ 

P 

P- 


V.W 

r 

CD 

OQ 


P 

O 

cf- 


B 

o 

4 

c+- 

e. 

M • 

vT 


S' 

CD 

& 

m 

d- 

4 


0Q 

S 

R, 

05 

© 


o 

©- 

Si 


©* 


W 


NOTES  ON  TABLE 


District, 


M 3. 

'(A) 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Year  1899,  in  the 

classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


Names  of  Localities  adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  these  Statistics;  publio 
institutions  being  shown  as  separate 
localities.  {See  note  4 on  back  of  sheet.) 

Columns  for  Population  and  Births 
are  in  Table  B.) 

► (a) 

Mortality  from  all  causes, 

at  subjoined  Abes. 

(i) 

Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children  under  Five  Years  of  Age. 

At  all 
ages. 

(*>) 

Under 

1 

year. 

(0 

i 

and 

under 

5. 

(<*) 

s 

and 

under 

15. 

(e) 

15 

and 

under 

25. 

(/) 

25 

and 

under 

65. 

(?) 

65 

and 

up- 

wards. 

(h) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 | 6 | 7 | 8 

9 

10 

11 

m 

ji 

#Ph 

*S 

1 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

M 

0 

Oj 

S=l 

1 

02 

Scarlatina. 

cQ 

CD 

£ 

PH 

3 

Membranous 

Croup. 

Fevers. 

Cholera. 

Measles. 

bo 

if 

Diarrhoea 

and 

Dysentery 

Rheumatic 

Fever. 

Phthisis. 

Bronchitis, 

Pneumonia 

and  Pleurisy. 

Heart 

Disease. 

# 

Injuries. 

All  Other 

Diseases. 

Total. 

Typhus. 

Enteric 

or 

Typhoid. 

Continued 

bo 

.9 

GQ 

§• 

73 

« 

Puerperal. 

u 

23 

Under  6 

l 

u 

3 

1c 

5 upwds. 

A 

j2 

/ 

/ 

r 

9 

/ 0 

z 

i 

3J 

7; 

Under  5 

f 

5 upwds. 

Under  5 

_ 

i 

5 upwds. 

L_ 

Under  5 

5 upwds. 

— 

/ 

m 

/ 

J 

/ 

Under  5 



/ 

/ 

5 npwds. 

— 

/ 

/ 

J 

St 11 

/ 

-c, 

77 

> 

<n-J 

■ cf6 

£rr 

Under  5 

5 upwds. 

t 

7 

Under  5 

5 upwds. 

* 

- 

Under  5 



5 upwds. 

j 

Under  5 

5 upwds. 

i 

i 

— 

Under  5 

1 

5 upwds. 

— 

Totals 

Um 

fiT 

4 

1 

4/ 

lb 

Under  5 

5 upwds 

"... 





j 

/ax. 

The  subjoined  numbers  have  also  to  be  taken  into  account  in  judging  of  the  above  records  of  mortality.  ® ee  ^ ote  5 on  baclt' 


Deaths  occurring  outside  the  district 
among  persons  belonging  thereto. 

Under  5 

5 upwds. 









— 



Deaths  occurring  within  the  district 
among  persons  not  belonging  thereto. 

Under  5 

5 npwds. 





— 

* The  heading  of  column  19  is  left  blank  for  the  insertion  of  Influenza,  or  any  other  disease  which  it  may  be  thought  JesU^to  record. 
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